[bookmark: _GoBack]Israel – Lebanon Conflict (First Lebanon War)
The first Lebanon War started on June 6, 1982.  The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) a terrorist group, for about a decade before the 1982 Israel invasion of Lebanon had built a state within a state in the southern border of Lebanon (Ajami, 2006).  Lebanon position as a haven state for terrorist groups made it easy for the PLO to conduct attacks in Israel and killing many innocent people.  The PLO attack of March 1978, when PLO members infiltrated Israel and killed an American tourist, hijacked a civilian bus and murdered 34 hostages 
[bookmark: _Hlk1233336]after Israel Defense Forces (IDF) intercepted the bus was the turning point of the Israel and Lebanon peaceful border relation (Jewish Virtual Library, n.d.).  After the attack, Israel responded by sending IDF into Lebanon and overrunning terrorist bases in the southern part of the country.  The IDF withdrew its forces after two months and allowed the United Nations (UN) forces to enter, but the UN troops were not able to prevent the terrorist group from re-infiltrating the region, and once again the PLO conducted attacks into Israel (Jewish Virtual Library, n.d.).  In 1981 the United States assisted with a cease­fire agreement, but the PLO did not abide by it and continue the attacks.  Palestinian terrorist group led by Abu Nidal attempted the assassination of Shlomo Argov, Israel’s ambassador to Great Britain on June 1982.  After the assassination attempt, the IDF attacked Lebanon from the 4-5 of June and invaded Lebanon on June 6, 1982, to drive out the terrorist groups during “Operation Peace for Galilee” (Jewish Virtual Library, n.d.).  Paul Kingston stated, “the goal of Israel was only to secure the territory north of its border with Lebanon to stop PLO raids, Israeli forces quickly progressed as far as Beirut’s suburbs and laid siege to the capital, particularly West Beirut” (Kingston, 2019).  The invasion resulted in the removal of PLO from Lebanon.  Israeli invasion, prompted several Shiite groups to rise, including Hezbollah, an Iranian-backed militia that led an insurgency campaign against Israeli troops (Kingston, 2019).  Israel military occupation of Lebanon lasted twenty-two years, and the last of the IDF pulled out of southern Lebanon May 24, 2000, in coordination with the UN, and comprise Israel fulfillment of its obligations under Security Council Resolution 425 ‘1978’ (Jewish Virtual Library, n.d.).  Lebanon continued to have conflicts over the years and is not over yet.  Hezbollah political foothold in Lebanon remains the most powerful entity in the country and this can lead to other conflicts with neighboring nations.
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